Statement 
of the Government of the Democratic 


People’s Republic of Korea 


The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has already is- 
sued a statement on January 22, 1959, in connection with the criminal plot of the 
Syngman Rhee clique to forcibly emigrate South Korean inhabitants to Brazil, 
Paraguay and other Latin American countries. 


In its statement, the Government of the Republic condemned the “emigration” 
plot of the Syngman Rheeites as a traitorous act that cannot be atoned for 
for generations and demanded that all the South Korean unemployed, demobilized 
soldiers of the “ROK Army” and the inhabitants of the northern part of the Repub- 
lic forcibly taken to South Korea, whom they are contemplating to forcibly emigrate 
to foreign countries, be handed over to the northern part of the Republic. 

However, the Syngman Rhee clique not only have not accepted our just pro- 
posal proceeding from lofty compatriotic love, but are still maliciously scheming to 
realize the traitorous “emigration” plot under the manipulation of the U.S. im- 
perialists. 

By proclaiming on May 11 this year the “Decree on Emigration Commission,” 
the Syngman Rhee hordes have embarked upon implementing the criminal ‘“emi- 
gration” plan on a full-fledged scale. 


Thus, today a calamitous disaster is approaching many of our South Korean 
compatriots who have nothing to eat, no place to sleep or work. 

The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea which fights 
for the genuine freedom and happiness of the Korean people can never connive at 
such grave misfortune forced upon the compatriots in the southern part by the 
U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rhee traitors. 


In the name of the entire Korean people, the Government of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea once again resolutely rejects and condemns the “emi- 
gration” plot of the Syngman Rhee clique and strongly demands the immediate 
discontinuation of this traitorous, criminal act. 


The Korean people will never tolerate the vicious attempt of the U.S. imperial- 
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ists and Syngman Rhee gang to sell by force our compatriots to foreign capital- 
ists and plantation owners under the label of “emigration.” 

Living in their beautiful fatherland with fertile land and rich resources, the 
Korean people have all the possibilities and conditions for leading a no less happy 
and rich life than others. 

This is most eloquently proved by the conditions of the people in the northern 
part of the Republic who are leading a happy and daily bettering life, while 
achieving enormous results in the socialist construction today. 


In the northern part of the Republic, a firm foundation for a_ self-supporting 
national economy has been laid and prosperity unprecedented in the history of the 
fatherland is being brought about in all fields of economic and cultural life. 


Ardently desirous of sharing all the fruits reaped by their industrious labour 
with the compatriots in the southern part, the people in the northern part of the Re- 
public have made full preparations to receive and ensure a stabilized living to all 
the South Korean unemployed, peasants who have been compelled to abandon 
their farm land, and war orphans, who are in great distress. 

The people in the northern part of the Republic have also made all prepara- 
tions for receiving our compatriots who are undergoing sufferings in Japan and 
ensuring them a happy, new life and are waiting for their return home. 

But, the U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rhee hordes are opposed to the return 
home of the compairiots in Japan and, what is more, they are plotting to forcibly 
emigrate even compatriots at home to foreign countries. 

They are trying hard to describe this criminal machination as if it were some 
sort of “relief measures for poor people” necessitated by the “surplus population.” 

But what is the real situation? 

Due to the cruel predatory policy of the U.S. imperialist aggressors and traitor- 
ous Syngman Rhee clique, the South Korean economy has been utterly ruined and 
the South Korean people are undergoing what they call the “greatest hardships of 
living in 4,000 years.” 

Today in South Korea 6,600,000 unemployed and semi-unemployed are roaming 
about the stree:s day afier day in search of jobs and millions of foodless peasants, 
tormented by hunger, are wandering about aimlessly, leaving their dear native vil- 
lages behind. 


Hundreds of thousands of abandoned orphans are groaning from hunger and 
sickness and are dying one after the other by the roadside. 

The South Korean people, plunged into a desperate pit, find it hard to live on 
any longer under the present circumstances. 

This acute crisis is an aftermath of the vicious colonial rule pursued by the U.S. 
imperialist aggressors during the past ten odd years. After sucking the life-blood 
of the workers and peasants in South Korea, the U.S. imperialists’and the Syng- 
man Rhee hordes, still not content, are now going to place them under the yoke of 
capitalists and plantation owners of far away foreign countries. 

Having driven out the South Korean youth and middle-aged as cannon fodder 
and used them as hard as they pleased, the U.S. imperialists and the Syng- 
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sman Rhee hordes are now going to expel them forcibly to foreign lands. 

Instead of sending back the North Korean inhabitants, whom they forcibly took 
to South Korea during the past war, lo their native land where they are awaited by 
their parenis, wives and children, the U.S. imperialists and the Syngman Rhee 
hordes are forcing them to ruin themselves forever in far away foreign lands. 

li is already intolerable for the South Korean people to be  ill-clad and to 
‘starve on their own fertile land; why should they embark, leaving their native land 
in which their forefathers had lived for generations, for foreign lands where only 
hardships and national humiliation await them and from where they will never be 
able to come back! 

lt is still fresh in the memory of the Korean people that our compatriots who 
‘were taken to Mexico on board U.S. slave boais in 1904 met exactly such tragic 
Tate. 

The Korean people also remember the bitter past when they had to turn their 
back on their fatherland and dear native places and roam about in strange, for- 
‘eion lands, unable to endure the iyranny of the Japanese imperialist occupiers. 

But such heart-rending tragedy as forced upon the Korean people in the past 
should not be repeated again. 

Today the Korean people have their true fatherland—the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea—which is daily prospering and developing. And for the unfor- 
tunate brothers and sisters in South Korea there is the happy land of the north- 
ern part of the Republic which is always siretching a rescuing hand of warm com- 
patriotic love to them. 

Why should the South Korean compatriots be taken away to sterile foreign 
lands thousands of miles away, seeing the bountiful, happy life of their parents, 
brothers and sisters so close by in the northern part and feeling the nearness of 
the warm rescuing hand stretched by them? 

No Korean with conscience will be able to repress indignation at this fright- 
ful disaster! 

The Korean people are a single nation from olden times. It is a national duty 
‘of all the Korean people to remove the misfortunes of the dear compatriots of the 
‘same blood and help each other. 


How can we look on with folded arms ai the South Korean people, prey to 
misfortunes, who are being taken to foreign lands thousands of miles away across 
the ocean! 

It has been a long-cherished, burning aspiration of the Korean people for all 
the scattered compatriots to live happily in one place in the bosom of the inde- 
‘pendent country of their own. 

At a time when the conipatriois abroad are struggling for returning to the Re- 
public, discarding their life of humil‘ation, not a single fellow countryman should 
undergo the tragic fate of being taken to a foreign land. 

The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea strongly holds 
once again that all of our compatriots whom the U.S. imperialists and the 
Syngman Rhee traitors are planning to expel by force, South Korean unemployed 


Supplement to KOREA TODAY No. 37, 1959 3 


who lost the means of living, and peasants who have been forced to leave their farm: 
land as well as the war orphans be sent to the northern part of the Republic, and 
demands the South Korean authorities to conduct negotiations between the represen- 
tatives of the North and South Korean authorities at an early date at Panmunjom 
or at any other place for the practical settlement of this question. 


The governments of Brazil, Paraguay and all other countries should have 
nothing to do with the criminal slave trade of the Syngman Rhee hordes. 

The source of the tragedy of the national split of the Korean people and the 
indescribable sorrows and sufferings the South Korean compatriots are under- 
going today lies in the U.S. imperialists’ occupation of South Korea. 

The U.S. imperialists must pull out of South Korea at the earliest date. 

The reactionary ruling system of the Syngman Rhee clique must be abolish- 
ed and Korea must be unified peacefully by the Korean people themselves. This is: 
the only way of rescuing all the South Korean people from their present misery. 

The frightful situation of South Korea raises the peaceful unification of the 
fatherland as an urgent question which brooks no further delay. 


With a view to surmounting the unfortunate fate of our split nation and remov- 
ing as soon as possible the grave misfortunes and calamities the South Korean 
compatriots are undergoing, the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea is ready to sit at one place and negotiate with representatives of the 
South Korean authorities at any time, forgetting everything of the past. 


We will march hand in hand with anyone who comes out for the peaceful uni- 
fication of the fatherland, without asking about ‘their past. 


For tearing down the artificial barrier that makes it impossible for people to 
meet their parents and brothers, even to write each other, though they are. within 
a calling distance, and for enabling all the people in North and South Korea to 
travel freely, the Government of the Republic proposes to the South Korean au- 
thorities to designate, to begin with, Panmunjom, Chulwon or any other areas 
agreed upon by both sides as places of free travel. 


We are always keeping the door open for all the people who want free travel 
and will fully ensure their personal safety and facilities. 

For rescuing the South Korean compatriots who are faced with misforiunes 
and for peacefully unifying the fatherland, the entire Korean people, united as one, 
should do everything in their power so the just efforts of the Government of the 
Republic can bear fruit. 


The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is convinced 
that the unbiased public opinion of the world will condemn. the criminal “emigra- 
tion” plot of the U.S. imperialists and the Syngman Rhee clique and actively sup- 
port and encourage the just struggle of the Korean people for curbing the trea- 
cherous, sinister scheme of the Syngman Rhee clique and achieving the peaceful 
unification of the fatherland. 


May 22, 1959 
Pyongyang 


